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Office of Parental Options and Information
(POI)

Oversees Department activities that
support educational choice
programs and that support

community organizations that
effectively inform parents of their
options.
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Program Appropriations Annually
Charter Schools — SEA $ 186,999,310
Magnet Assistance Program $ 104,829,073
Parent Information Resource Centers $ 38,908,188
Public Voluntary School Choice 25,818,923
DC Opportunity Scholarship 14,800,000
Charter Schools - State Facilities Incentive 12,731,000

Credit Enhancement

High-Quality SES and After-School Partnerships
Full Service Community Schools

Charter Schools - non-SEA
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Over $400 million invested annually to expand educational choice for cia
low performing public schools and to inform parents about thei
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Charter School Program Goal

Support the creation and development of a
large number of high-quality charter schools that are
free from State or local rules that inhibit flexible
operation, are held accountable for enabling students
to reach challenging State performance standards, and

are open to all students.
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Charter School Program Goal

=  Provide financial assistance for the planning, program
design, and initial implementation of charter schools

=  Dissemination of information on charter schools
The CSP provides:

= Grants on a competitive basis to State Educational
Agencies (SEA) in those states that have charter
school laws

=  SEAs in turn make subgrants to developers of
charter schools who have applied for a charter
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Charter School Facts

= There are currently more than 1.3 million students attending
over 4,600 public charters schools in 40 states and the District
of Columbia.

= In the 2008-2009 school year 426 new public charter schools
opened.

= Public charter schools comprise 3% of all public schools
(based on student population) in the United States.

= Among all states, Arizona has the highest market share of
students in public charter schools at 9%.

= Among all cities, New Orleans has the highest market shar;
students in public charter schools at 55%. Other cities i
Washington DC, Phoenix Union High School Distri
Dayton (OH), Pontiac (Ml) and Kansas City,
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Charter School Facts

= There are limits or caps on the number of charter schools
that may exist in 26 states.

= Minority students make up 60% of all students in public
charter schools (2006-2007).

= Public charter schools are often short-changed on public
funding. Nationally, they receive only 78% in average per-
pupil funding of school district average per-pupil funding.

= School choice, fundamental to the public charter school
concept has strong public support. A recent national poll
(April 2008) revealed that 77% of registered voters fa
giving parents more options when choosing a publi
schools for their children.
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Charter School Facts

= A 2004 report commissioned by the U.S. Department of
Education found that charter schools are smaller than
conventional public schools and serve a disproportionate and
increasing number of poor and minority students.

= A 2003 national report by the Brookings Institution shows that
test scores at charter schools are “rising sharply” and out-
gaining conventional schools.
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Charter School Facts

= A December 2004 Harvard University study finds that charter
school students are more likely to be proficient in reading and
math than students in neighboring conventional schools. The
greatest achievement gains can be seen among African
American, Hispanic, or low-income students.

= Charter schools that have been open for significant periods
of time boast even higher achievement rates; Harvard found
that charter schools that have been operating for more than 5
years outpace conventional schools by as much as 15
percent.
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Organizational Challenges in Charter Schools

Bequiring of managing faciities 18
Raising funds or managing finarces al
Aaracting qualified teachers 2 [
Engaging parents s I
Negatiatng with district and radisonal public schools 8 |
Attracting students 14 .
Cormphang st or Sederal ks & g s nwoE
Maintaining fixtus of schodl’s mission o
Working with board of rustess | 4 I
o™ . E . am

Somewhat sedious prodlem I Very Sedious problem

SOURCE: Survey of charter leaders in Arizona, California, Hawaii, North Caroljj
Rhode Island, and Texas, National Charter School Research Project
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Age and Experience
Chartar School Laaders.
I Traditional Public School Principats

Aave F204
Charter School 2100
Leadership 15%
Challenge
-

Age 30 0r
younger

SOURCE: 2003-04 Schools
and Staffing Survey,
National Center for
Education Statistics

510 Morn #an 10 yoara
Tnpetance penench
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Charter School Leadership Challenge

Confidence to Take on the Job
Establish high sspactations for students 20 |
Foster a student-centered srnvircnment 2 I ¢
Engage staf in school™s comemaon vision = I
Manage school operations 2
Duweion baadanship in the schadl 43 I =
Faciltate whole-school Improvement e ———
Dovolop o talented faculty ++ I
Swek cotical feadback 5 I
Fotan talored teachers 3 I
Irnplornent a stategic plan s I
Dlegatn or share rasponaisiity 2 I
Manage srd aligh rescureas e
T +7 I
Engege parents in sdhools careron vision 5 N
Lead schociwide instructional inftistives &1
e e - ) v

Mostly confident [ Veey oonfident

SOURCE: Survey of charter leaders in Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nort}
Rhode Island, and Texas, National Charter School Research Project
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High Tumover Predicted

Share of charter school
leaders who plan to
leave their schools

...in more than

't’ [ ] 10years (8%)
...in the next 6 to
| . 10 years (21%)
mmmE
..inthe next 2 to
ARRmE 5 years (64%])
I ‘ ”'

[ & ...within the next

year (7%)

SOURCE: Survey of charter leaders in Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nort]
Rhode Island, and Texas, National Charter School Research Project
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Leading for Learning 2008

Education Week's fifth annual Leading
for Learning report, funded by The
Wallace Foundation, examines the
leadership challenges facing the nation's
rapidly growing charter school sector. It
includes new research on the
characteristics of charter school
principals, and the pressing issues they
face, from the National Charter Schools
Research Project at the University of
Washington in Seattle.

http://elan.wallacefoundation.org/TR/KnowledgeCategories/De
20Leaders/Pre-Service%20Training/Pages/Pre%20servi
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Charter Schools Programs

Charter Schools Program
www.ed.gov/programs/charter/index.html

Credit Enhancement for Charter School Facilities

www.ed.gov/programs/charterfacilities/index.html

State Charter School Facilities Incentive Grants Program

www.ed.gov/programs/statecharter/index.html
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K-8 Charter Schools Closing
the Achievement Gap

This publication looks at seven K-8
charter schools that are dispelling
the myth that some students cannot
achieve to high standards. These
schools are closing the achievement
gap through challenging curriculum,
high expectations, and the proper
support that all students need to
succeed.
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Charter School Program Resources

Charter High Schools Closing
the Achievement Gap

This publication shows how eight
diverse schools are using innovative
instructional approaches to close the
achievement gap between the highest
and the lowest performing students.

http://preview.ed.gov/admins/comm/choice/charterhs/indg
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Supporting Charter School
Excellence Through Quality
Authorizing

Featuring eight charter authorizers
that share a commitment to quality
and remain focused on improving and
expanding the education options in
their area, this guide is designed to
help policymakers at the state and
national levels and to help current and
potential authorizers replicate these
successful models and practices.

http://preview.ed.gov/nclb/choice/charter/authorizing
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Making Charter School
Facilities More Affordable:
State-driven Policy Approaches

This guide showcases charter school
facility laws and practices that have been
developed to tackle the facilities
challenge in eight states and
Washington, D.C.

http://preview.ed.gov/admins/comm/choice/charterfacilities
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National Alliance of Public Charter Schools
www.publiccharters.org
Center for Education Reform

www.edreform.com

National Association of Charter School Authorizers
www.charterauthorizers.org

Nat'l Assoc. of State Dir. of Special Education
www.nasdse.org

USCharterschools

www.uscharterschools.org
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Creating Strong District School Choice Programs

Creating Strong Supplemental Educational
Service Programs

Successful Charter Schools

Creating Successful Magnet Schools Programs
Alternative Routes to Teacher Certification

Innovative Pathways to School Leadership

www.ed.gov/about/pubs/intro/innovati
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Dean Kern

Director, Office of Parental Options and Information
U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Ave., S.W.

FB6 — 4W231

Washington, DC 20202

(202) 260-1882

dean.kern@ed.gov




